
1 of 40 

 

 

Young GI Visiting Fellowship 
List of centres 

 

You can choose up to three preferences from the list below in your application 
form. Before choosing, make sure that you fulfil all requirements for your 
preferred centres and that you will be able to visit during the specified 
months. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 

OVERVIEW 
 
Austria, Innsbruck: Medical University Innsbruck (see page 4) 
Tutor: Herbert Tilg, Director Internal Medicine I 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, GI Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary, Functional disorders 
Months for visit: July, August 

 
Belgium, Brussels: UZ Brussel (see page 6) 
Tutor: Yvan Vandenplas, Head of Department 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, GI Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and small intestine, 
Functional disorders 
Months for visit: July, August, September 

 
Denmark, Copenhagen: Rigshospitalet (see page 7) 
Tutor: Ole Hamberg, Head of Department 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, Hepatology  
Months for visit: September 
 
Denmark, Hvidovre: Hvidovre Hospital, Copenhagen University (see page 8) 
Tutor: Lise Lotte Gluud, Consultant 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and small intestine, Functional disorders 
Months for visit: July, August, September 

 
France, Clichy: Hospital Beaujon, University Paris Diderot (see page 10) 
Tutor: François Durand, Head of the Hepatology Units 
Available sub-specialities: Hepatology  
Months for visit: July, September 

 
France, Nantes: Nantes University Hospital (see page 12) 
Tutor: Tamara Matysiak-Budnik, Emmanuel Coron, Bruley des Varannes, Prof.s 
of Gastroenterology 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, GI Oncology, Functional disorders  
Months for visit: July, September 

 
Germany, Berlin: DRK Kliniken Berlin Westend (see page 14) 
Tutor: Andreas Sturm, Head of Int. Medicine/Gastroenterology Department 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Pancreatico-biliary 
Months for visit: July, September 
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Germany, Frankfurt: Agaplesion Markus Hospital (see page 16) 
Tutor: Axel Dignass, Head, Dept. of Medicine I 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, GI 
Oncology, Nutrition and small intestine 
Months for visit: July, September 
 
Germany, Ulm: University Medical Center Ulm (see page 17) 
Tutor: Thomas Seufferlein, Director Department of Internal Medicine I 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, Gastro-duodenal disorders, Hepatology, 
GI Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary 
Months for visit: July, September 

 
Israel, Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center (see page 19) 
Tutor: Iris Dotan, Head IBD Center 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, GI Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary, Functional disorders 
Months for visit: July, August, September 

 
Italy, Milan: Fondazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico 
(see page 21) 
Tutor: Roberto Penagini, Associate Professor 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and 
small intestine, Functional disorders,  
Months for visit: July, September 

 
Norway, Gjøvik: Innlandet Hospital (see page 23) 
Tutor: Øistein Hovde, GI Consultant/Associate Professor 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, GI Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary, Functional disorders,  
Months for visit: September 

 
Romania, Bucharest: Clinical Emergency Hospital Bucharest, University of 
Medicine “Carol Davila” (see page 24) 
Tutor: Gabriel Constantinescu, Head of the Department 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, GI 
Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary 
Months for visit: September 

 
Spain, Barcelona: University Hospital Vall d'Hebron (see page 26) 
Tutor: Fernando Azpiroz, Head of Gastroenterology Dpt. 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and small intestine, Functional disorders, Research 
Months for visit: July, September 

 
Spain, Badalona: University Hospital Germans Trias I Pujol (see page 28) 
Tutor: Jordi Serra, Head of the Motility Lab 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and small intestine, Functional disorders 
Months for visit: July, September 
 
Switzerland, Bern: University of Bern, Inselspital (see page 30) 
Tutor: Jean-François Dufour, Clinic Director 
Available sub-specialities: Hepatology  
Months for visit: July, August, September 
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The Netherlands, Nijmegen: Radboud University Medical Center (see page 
32) 
Tutor: Peter D. Siersema, Professor of Endoscopic Oncology 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, Hepatology, Nutrition and small intestine 
Months for visit: July, August, September 

 
UK, Leeds: St James University Hospital (see page 34) 
Tutor: Christian Selinger, Consultant Gastroenterologist and Lead clinician 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD  
Months for visit: July, August, September 

 
UK, Norwich: Norwich Medical School, University of East Anglia (see page 
36) 
Tutor: Alastair Forbes, Prof. of Medicine; Director of Clinical Research 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, GI Oncology, Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and small intestine, 
Functional disorders, GI epidemiology 
Months for visit: July, August, September 

 
UK, Nottingham: Nottingham University Hospitals (see page 39) 
Tutor: Guruprasad Aithal, NHS director, National Institute for Health Research 
Biomedical Research Unit (Gastrointestinal & Liver), Nottingham University 
Hospitals NHS Trust and University of Nottingham 
Available sub-specialities: Endoscopy, IBD, Gastro-duodenal disorders, 
Hepatology, Pancreatico-biliary, Nutrition and small intestine, Functional disorders 
Months for visit: July, August 
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DETAILS 
 

Austria, Innsbruck: Medical University Innsbruck 
Internal Medicine I 
http://inneremed1.tirol-kliniken.at   
Tutor: Herbert Tilg, Director 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Our Department has its focus in the specific medical 
areas of gastroenterology, endocrinology, metabolism and hepatology. The 
research focus of our department is translational research in the fields of 
inflammation and metabolism and is representyd by several research groups. The 
major objective of our research activities is to improve clinical management of 
patients with chronic inflammatory disorders, such as Crohn's disease, ulcerative 
colitis, type 2 diabetes or obesity. The major research topics are: the cause and 
effects of intestinal inflammation particularly in connection with diseases like 
Crohn's disease and ulcertive colitis; studies of the composition of the human 
microbiota and its effects on human health and different diseases; role and 
mechanisms of insulin resistance in type 2 diabetes and non-alcoholic fatty liver 
disease with a focus an various diets; bariatric surgery and metabolic / 
immunological effects on the host; lipoprotein metabolism ant atherosclerosis. 
 
Departmental facilities: Our reserch laboratories in gastroenterology, 
endocrinology and metabolism are perfectly equipped and our researchers are 
able to perform state-of-the-art research in the field of cellular and molecular work. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Our educational 
strategies have a focus on the combination of clinical skills in GI disorders 
combined with a teching programme in GI endoscopy. As such fellows are usually 
involved in both areas to receive adequate training in a wider perspective. Our 
department has a long-term experience on liver transplantation, gastroenterology, 
hepatology and IBD and therefore we can offer special training in these fields. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 83 including intensive care unit, 24 
dedicated for GI 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Usually trainees are not allowed to practice 
medicine independently. Therefore, they will join our staff in performing their 
practical work and will receive intensive teching to advance their knowledge in the 
GI field. They should learn how to prepare a treatment plan for various GI 

http://inneremed1.tirol-kliniken.at/
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disorders and will also receive insights into our clinical and experimental research 
work in the GI field. 
 
Extent of hands-on training: see previous question 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Sometimes 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Minimum clinical experience: 2 years of clinical experience after finishing his/her 
M.D. 
Required language skills: English 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): no 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no 
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Belgium, Brussels: UZ Brussel 
http://www.uzbrussel.be  
Tutor: Yvan Vandenplas, Head of Department 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Full pediatric department. Full pediatric gastro unit. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Used to train 
students, trainees in pediatrics and fellows (in ped. gastro) 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI:  
Comments: University children's hospital 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Full training 
Extent of hands-on training: yes 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently, daily 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Required language skills: English, French and if possible Dutch 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, depends on 
finances 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price 
 
 
  

http://www.uzbrussel.be/
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Denmark, Copenhagen: Rigshospitalet 
Department of Hepatology, Rigshospitalet 
https://www.rigshospitalet.dk/  
Tutor: Ole Hamberg, Head of Department 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Referral center for liver disease in Denmark: Acute liver 
failure, acute on chronic liver failure, evaluation for livertransplant, livertransplant, 
alcoholic hepatitis, rare metabolic and genetic liver diseases, chronic viral 
hepatitis, hepatocellular carcinoma. 
 
Departmental facilities: Liver intensive care unit, artificial liver support, medical 
beds, endoscopy, livervein catheterization, outpatient clinic divided in specialities. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Depends on 
whishes of the trainee: liver support (MARS. Plasmaferesis), liver intensive care, 
transplant medicine, medical hepatology. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 18 (3 intensive beds with ventilator 
support) 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 Hepatology 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Depends on skills. In principal all during 
supervision. 
Extent of hands-on training: Liver support, liver intensive care medicine. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Imaging gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Required language skills: English 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): no 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
 
 

  

https://www.rigshospitalet.dk/
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Denmark, Hvidovre: Hvidovre Hospital, Copenhagen 
University 
Gastrounit 
https://www.hvidovrehospital.dk/  
Tutor: Lise Lotte Gluud, Consultant 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The Gastrounit at Hvidovre University Hospital consists 
of a medical and surgical section. Currently, 21 board certified specialists are 
employed at the medical section and 31 board certified specialistst are employed 
at the surgical section. The Gastrounit is a tertiary centre with highly specialised 
functions in the diagnosis and treatment of both medical and surgical 
gastroenterological and hepatological diseases. Both sections have large research 
units. 
 
Departmental facilities: The highly specialised functions include the diagnosis 
and treatment of patients with upper gastrointestinal diseases (achalasia, 
gastrointestinal reflux disease and eosinophilic oesophagitis), infammatory bowel 
diseases, cirrhosis and portal hypertension, complicated pancreatic diseases and 
bariatric surgery. The department includes specialised outpatient clinics. The 
medical outpatient clinics are dedicated to patients with inflammatory bowel 
diseases, liver diseases, pancreatic diseases and upper gastrointestinal diseases 
as well as general gastroenterology. The surgical outpatient clinics are dedicated 
to specialised functions including upper gastrointestinal diseases, hernias, 
colorectal diseases and hepato-biliary diseases. The hospital departments have 
153 beds dedicated to patients with surgical and medical gastroenterological and 
liver diseases. The Gastrounit also has a large endoscopy unit, which performs 
10.000 diagnostic and minimally invasive procedures per year. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: The Gastrounit 
offers a stimulating environment for pregraduate and postgraduate medical 
education in the subspecialty of gastroenterology and hepatology. The medical 
and surgical section employs a total of four professors and four associate 
professors. The pregraduate education includes courses in general 
gastroenterology and hepatology as well as clinical visits for medical students. The 
postgraduate clinical fellows at the Gastrounit participate in the Danish 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology educational program. Trainees have an 
opportunity to work at the hospital departments as well as the outpatient clinics 
and the endoscopy unit and to participate in the surgical training program. 
Trainees are also encouraged to work within the research department, which 
include collaborations with other Departmenst such as the Department of Clinical 
Physiology, Cardiology and Microbiology. Approved pregraduate and 
postgraduate clinical visits are also possible. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 153/153 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

https://www.hvidovrehospital.dk/
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 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: The tasks that the trainee will be allowed to 
perform depend on their qualifications. Medical students are allowed to participate 
in rounds, the initial evaluation of patient admitted to the department and minor 
procedures. The extent to which postgraduate trainees are able to participate in 
advanced procedures (e.g. endoscopy) will depend on their qualifications. 
Extent of hands-on training: The specialists at the Gastrounit are trained in the 
pregraduate and postgraduate training. Any specialised hands-on training (e.g 
endoscopic procedures or surgery) will have to be arranged in advance in order to 
ensure appropriate supervision. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
The extent to which trainees can participate in procedures depends on the 
qualifications of the trainee, but also on the number of trainees at the department 
at the time. All procedures will be performed under supervision of an experienced 
board certified specialist. 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 

 Surgeon (with GI focus) 
Required language skills: Danish or English. Although many (most) patients 
speak English, all patient charts are written in Danish. Participation in minor 
procedures may be possible for trainees who speak English. 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, three months 
(maximum) 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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France, Clichy: Hospital Beaujon, University Paris Diderot 
Hepatology 
www.aphp.fr; www.univ-paris-diderot.fr   
Tutor: François Durand, Head of the Hepatology Units, Hospital Beaujon 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The Hepatology Unit of Hospital Beaujon is a reference 
centre for the care, teaching and research in liver diseases. It is affiliated to 
university Paris Diderot and several institutional research units. The main topics 
are (i) hepatocellular carcinoma, (ii) vascular diseases of the liver, (iii) viral 
hepatitis, (iv) complications of advanced cirrhosis, (v) acute liver failure and (vi) 
liver transplantation. Hospital Beaujon is in charge of the largest cohort of patients 
with viral hepatitis in France and the largest cohort of patients with vascular 
diseases of the liver with internationally recognized experience. The Hepatology 
unit includes an intensive care unit specifically dedicated to the management of 
organ failures in patients with acute or chronic liver diseases. 100-120 
transplantations are performed each year. The hepatology unit and the affiliated 
research units receive fellows from many countries in the world for clinical training 
or research programs. Many research programs have been  The Hepatology Unit 
of Hospital Beaujon is a reference centre for the care, teaching and research in 
liver diseases. It is affiliated to university Paris Diderot and several institutional 
research units. The main topics are (i) hepatocellular carcinoma, (ii) vascular 
diseases of the liver, (iii) viral hepatitis, (iv) complications of advanced cirrhosis, 
(v) acute liver failure and (vi) liver transplantation. Hospital Beaujon is in charge of 
the largest cohort of patients with viral hepatitis in France and the largest cohort of 
patients with vascular diseases of the liver with internationally recognized 
experience. The Hepatology unit includes an intensive care unit specifically 
dedicated to the management of organ failures in patients with acute or chronic 
liver diseases. 100-120 transplantations are performed each year. The hepatology 
unit and the affiliated research units receive fellows from many countries in the 
world for clinical training or research programs. Many research programs have 
been conducted in cooperation with reference centres mainly in Europe and the 
Unites States. Local research and cooperation resulted in a number of 
publications in top ranked journals. 
 
Departmental facilities: The Hepatology unit includes a general ward (32 beds), 
a day care hospital (8 beds), an outpatient clinic (13,000-15,000 consultations per 
year), an intensive care unit dedicated to liver diseases (8 beds), splanchnic an 
systemic invasive hemodynamic exploration unit, and non-invasive devices for 
assessing liver fibrosis. Hepatologists work in close cooperation with Pathologists, 
Radiologists and Surgeons internationally recognized in the field of liver diseases. 
Weekly multidisciplinary meetings including these units take place at different 
times. Endoscopy and echography are managed in different units in the hospital. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: The purpose of 
multidisciplinary meetings as well as local meeting is mainly educational with 
participation of local experts in the field and interactive discussions with fellows 
and young hepatologists. A specific institutional entity termed DHU-UNITY and 
chaired by Pr Dominique Valla has been developed with the objective of promoting 
research and teaching in uncommon, severe and refractory diseases of the liver, 
pancreas and digestive tract. DHU-UNITY involves the hepatology Unit but also a 
Gastroenterology-Pancreas unit and an Inflammatory Bowel Disease-Nutrition 
along with surgical units and research groups. This University Department 

http://www.aphp.fr/
http://www.univ-paris-diderot.fr/
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develops interactions between several digestive diseases subspecialities. The 
Hepatology Unit is involved in the development and organization of educational 
meetings on behalf of University Paris Diderot, the European Association of Liver 
Disease and others. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 48 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Hepatology 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Trainees staying for relatively short periods 
(1-2 months) are allowed to participate to all the team meetings, to visit general 
ward and ICU patients daily or at their convenience, to participate to outpatients 
clinics with senior experts, to learn principles and practical details on invasive 
splanchnic hemodynamic exploration and non-invasive techniques, to participate 
to research meetings and to initiate cooperation studies. 
Extent of hands-on training: Trainees who are not affiliated to the hospital are 
not allowed to perform invasive procedures (hepatic vein catheterization, invasive 
procedures in the ICU) by their own. They are not allowed to do prescription 
without supervision. However, they can assist local hepatologists / senior 
hepatologists in any of their daily activities in an interactive manner. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently, Trainees are invited to participate to 
all team meetings 
Participation in procedural lists: Sometimes 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Minimum clinical experience: Resident or fellow in Gastroenterology / 
hepatology 
Required language skills: English 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes 
up to 6 months if needed 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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France, Nantes: Nantes University Hospital 
IMAD & Hepato-Gastroenterology and Digestive Oncology 
www.chu-nantes.fr; www.imad-nantes.org   
Tutors: Tamara Matysiak-Budnik, Prof. of Gastroenterology 
Emmanuel Coron, Prof. of Gastroenterology 
Bruley des Varannes, Prof. of Gastroenterology 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Our Department offers a clinical expertise in all fields of 
hepato-gastroenterology, but in particular in endoscopy (new endoscopic 
techniques of diagnosis and treatment of early neoplastic lesions), digestive 
oncology, and upper GI functional disorders. 
 
Departmental facilities: Endoscopy platform, functional explorations platform, 
common hospital technical platform 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Regular clinical 
teaching activities through the sessions of discussion of difficult cases (1/week) 
and visits of hospitalized patients (1/week/hospital unit); Specific multidisciplinary 
team meetings: Digestive oncology (1/week), Hepatocarcinoma (1/week), 
Neuroendocrine tumors (1/month), Radiology/oncology meeting: discussion of 
cancer patients images (1/week); Bibliography meetings (2/month); Scientific 
meetings (1 - 2/month): presentation of research projects, invited conferences 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 820/70 
Comments: University Hospital Center extended on 9 sites, comprising altogether 
4000 beds. The principal site (Hôtel Dieu), situated at the very center of the city, is 
equipped with 820 beds out of which 70 are dedicated to hepato-gastroenterology 
(including 10 beds dedicated to digestive oncology). The center encompasses 
three major Institutes: Institute of Thorax (cardiovascular diseases), ITUN (Institute 
for Transplantation Urology, Nephrology) and IMAD (Institute of Digestive 
Diseases), each of them characterized by a high quality of clinical, research, and 
teaching activities in their respective domains. The center has a very well 
developed technical platform (radiology, nuclear medicine, biology). Department of 
Gastroenterology includes the traditional hospital units of Hepatology, 
Gastroenterology, and Intensive Care, the day hospital, the week hospital, and the 
Unit of Digestive Oncology integrated in the common oncology unit (comprising 
digestive oncology, dermato-oncology and hemato-oncology). It contains the 
platform of digestive endoscopy and of functional explorations with an access to 
the newest diagnostic and therapeutic techniques. It is closely related to the 
Clinical Research Center and to the INSERM research Units focused on research 
in cancer and neuro-gastroenterology. 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy (Responsible: Pr. Emmanuel Coron) 

 GI Oncology (Responsible: Pr Tamara Matysiak-Budnik) 

 Functional disorders (Responsible: Pr. Bruley des Varannes)  
The candidate may chose between either a 2 week training in one of three 
domains (endoscopy, oncology or functional disorders), or a mixture of all of them, 
giving a general view of hepato-gastroenterology). 
 

http://www.chu-nantes.fr/
http://www.imad-nantes.org/
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The trainee is allowed to perform: Active participation in the clinical 
management of patients, participation in multidisciplinary meetings, practice of 
endoscopy procedures 
Extent of hands-on training: Manometry/pH metry, endoscopic procedures, 
possibility to participate in endoscopic training on big animal (pig) 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 

 Imaging gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Required language skills: English or French speaking 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes 
no specific limits, will depend on the fellow and on the project 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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Germany, Berlin: DRK Kliniken Berlin Westend 
Int. Medicine/Gastroenterology 
http://www.drk-kliniken-berlin.de/westend/krankenhaus-westend/gastroenterologie/ 
 Tutor: Andreas Sturm, Head of Department 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Our department of internal medicine and 
gastroenterology covers the full spectrum of endoscopic interventions including 
gastroscopy, colonoscopy, EUS-FNA, ERCP, PTCD, double balloon enteroscopy, 
capsule endoscopy, high resolution manometry and exhalation tests. We are 
terticary centre for patients with inflammatory bowel disease and perform phase I-
III studies in the field of IBD. Another speciality of our department is the GI and 
hepatobillary oncology. Endoscopic interventions are both performed in an 
ambulant and hospitl setting. 
 
Departmental facilities: DRK Kliniken Berlin Westend is a level 2 hospital which 
harbours 15 clinical departments. Approximal 80.000 patients per year are treated 
in the hospital. Among 12 specialty centers we are certified centre of GI- and 
pancreatic oncology. Acute patients are admitted to our high frequented 
Emergency department. A mobile intensive care unit of the Berlin firefighter is 
located on the hospital ground and admits acute gastrointestinal emergencies 
(variceal bleeding, cholangitis etc.). 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Young GI Fellows 
have the opportunity to perform endoscopic intervention of the full gastrointestinal 
spectrum. They will be supervised by experienced endoscopists and 
gastroenterologists. Education will be accompaniedd by weekly interdisciplinary 
GI-oncology rounds and journal clubs which are held in rotating matter by the 
internal specialities. Work on the ward is wanted and provides deep inside into all 
aspects of gastroenterology. 
 
University hospital: no 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 600 beds total, 61 GI 
Comments: Academic Teaching hospital 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Pancreatico-biliary 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Endoscopy, GI function testings, sonography 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: 2 years 
Required language skills: English, preferred German 
 

http://www.drk-kliniken-berlin.de/westend/krankenhaus-westend/gastroenterologie/
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Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, 3 months 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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Germany, Frankfurt: Agaplesion Markus Hospital 
http://www.markus-krankenhaus.de/Medizinische-Klinik.1532.0.html   
Tutor: Axel Dignass, Head, Dept. of Medicine I 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Covering all GI, GI oncology, nutrition and also General 
Internal Medicine, Special Focus on GI Endoscopy and IBD 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Academic Teaching 
Hospital for Clinical Part of Medical Student education, weekly lectures specially 
for medical students, weekly conferences for IBD,GI oncology, M&M (all in 
German), Regular postgraduate teaching programs covering all GI topics 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 80 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 GI Oncology 

 Nutrition and small intestine 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Difficult to say, depends on language skills 
and license, needs to be discussed beforehand 
Extent of hands-on training: Difficult to say, depends on language skills and 
license, needs to be discussed beforehand 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Sometimes 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist 

 Gastroenterologist 

 Surgeon (with GI focus) 

 Imaging gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Minimum clinical experience: 2 years of clinical experience 
Required language skills: German is necessary for all clinical tasks 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes 
2 weeks 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price / no, only recommendations 
  

http://www.markus-krankenhaus.de/Medizinische-Klinik.1532.0.html
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Germany, Ulm: University Medical Center Ulm 
Department of Internal Medicine I (Gastroenterology, GI Oncology, 
Endocrinology, Nephrology, Nutrition and Metabolism) 
http://www.uniklinik-ulm.de/struktur/kliniken/innere-medizin/klinik-fuer-innere-
medizin-i.html   
Tutor: Thomas Seufferlein, Director, Department of Internal Medicine I 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Special expertise in the areas of GI oncology, 
endoscopy, ultrasound and hepatology. 
 
Departmental facilities: High end endoscopy and ultrasound units, large 
outpatient clinics for GI oncology, hepatology and IBS, large and optimal equipped 
basic research facilities with a focus on GI cancer research, in particular 
pancreatic cancer. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Innovative strategies 
in endoscopy, ultrasound, hepatology and GI oncology with special training 
programs. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 98 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Depending on the state of training and 
language experience   as well as the fellows interests. 
Extent of hands-on training: Endoscopy, ultrasound, GI oncology, hepatology 
(TIPS procedures). 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently, daily meetings e.g. MDTs for cancer 
patients, endoscopy, departmental and research meetings 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently, depending on the state of training 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: Should have at least 3 years of clinical 
experience. 
Required language skills: Fluent  English, German is useful, in particular for 
contacts with patients in the outpatient clinic. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uniklinik-ulm.de/struktur/kliniken/innere-medizin/klinik-fuer-innere-medizin-i.html
http://www.uniklinik-ulm.de/struktur/kliniken/innere-medizin/klinik-fuer-innere-medizin-i.html
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Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, e.g. 2-3 weeks 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price 
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Israel, Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center 
Department of Gastroenterology and Liver Diseases 
http://www.tasmc.org.il/Pages/default.aspx   
Tutor: Iris Dotan, Head, IBD Center 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The division of Gastroenterology and Liver Diseases 
has the largest staff of specialist physicians, many of whom are leaders in their 
field of expertise (IBD, advanced endoscopy, neurogastroenterology, familial 
adenomatous polyposis, cancer, hepatology). It has access to an extensive patient 
population, a surgical tertiary care referral center for IBD, hepatobiliary and 
pancreatic diseases, and a laboratory dedicated to basic research in 
gastroenterology. The staff includes ~40 physicians and 22 specialist nurses, and 
~ 20 highly trained basic researchers and technicians. The IBD Center is staffed 
by seven senior gastroenterologists and five fellows as well as pediatric 
gastroenterologists, colorectal surgeons, pathologists, radiologists, dieticians, 
internists, and rheumatologists, thus providing multidisciplinary care to IBD 
patients. The Center includes a clinical IBD service, a unit for clinical trials, and a 
basic research laboratory in mucosal immunology. An especially unique feature of 
the clinical IBD service is the Pouch Clinic dedicated to patients with ulcerative 
colitis undergoing restorative proctocolectomy. Iris Dotan, MD, heading the IBD 
Center is a world renowned leader in the field. The Advanced Endoscopy unit is 
staffed by six senior gastroenterologists highly trained in cutting edge procedures. 
It intensely interacts with hepatobiliary surgeons, internists, pathologists and 
imaging experts. Erwin Santo, MD, heading the Department of Gastroenterology 
and Liver diseases is one of the world's most prominent experts in Endoscopic 
ultrasonography and minimal surgery procedures. 
 
Departmental facilities: The Department of Gastroenterology and Liver Diseases 
is occupies an entire wing at the Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center. In immediate 
proximity is its infusion room, which is a part of the Internal Medicine Consultations 
department. There are 6 fully equipped endoscopy suits, where cutting edge 
invasive endoscopic procedures are performed 6 days a week, 12 hours/day. 
Thousands of patients visit the out patients clinic, and hundreds are admitted to 
the various hospital wards. The Research Institute for Gastrointestinal and Liver 
diseases is a basic science institution including the expertise and equipment 
required for the performance of basic research. The Department of 
Gastroenterology has several unique clinics, such as the comprehensive pouch 
clinic, a clinic for morbidly obese patients including minimally invasive procedures 
and bariatric surgery, a clinic for patients at risk for familial cancer, and a 
hepatology unit with specific service for patients pre and post liver transplantation. 
The department has a conference room, access to computers and the internet, 
and it enjoys the clinical and scientific ,milieu of the Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical 
Center, one of Israel's leading Super centers. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Multiple educational 
programs are implemented in the center's routines: IBD tutoring: in the outpatients 
clinics, in a weekly IBD meeting and weekly laboratory meeting. Invasive 
endoscopy tutoring daily in the endoscopy suits, weekly meeting with the 
hepatobiliary surgeons, a weekly tumor board and dedicated clinic. There is a 
weekly division meeting and weekly grand rounds, a weekly journal club, 
hepatobiliary meeting, neurogastroenterology meeting to name a few. Fellows at 
their rotations or elective periods are invited to participate in all activities, held in 

http://www.tasmc.org.il/Pages/default.aspx
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English. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: There are ~1300 admission beds in the 
Tel Aviv Medical Center. Dozens of admission beds are occupied by patients with 
GI disorders, mainly in the Division of Surgery, Departments of Internal Medicine, 
and in the subspecialty departments (dermatology, gyne 
Comments: Affiliated to the Sackler School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Functional disorders 
The trainee is allowed to perform: The trainee is allowed to participate as an 
observer in all activities. In case she/he are certified in gastroenterology and have 
expertise in the performed procedures their participation may be discussed. 
Extent of hands-on training: This may be discussed depending on the trainee's 
background 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently. There are multiple team meetings 
each week, held in English when visitors participate. Translation to English during 
each activity is the norm. 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently. May observe any procedure 
performed, participation depending on the trainee's background and may be 
discussed accordingly 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently. Trainees are 
encouraged to participate in clinics. Visits may be held in English, or translated to 
English. 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 

 Surgeon (with GI focus) 
Minimum clinical experience: Preferred after certification 
Required language skills: English. Frequently spoken languages in the 
Department in addition to English are Russian, French, Arabic, and German. 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, As wished by 
candidate after coordinated with tutor 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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Italy, Milan: Fondazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda Ospedale 
Maggiore Policlinico 
UO Gastroenterologia ed Endoscopia 
www.policlinico.mi.it   
Tutor: Roberto Penagini, Associate Professor 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Gastroenterology: Disorders of esophageal motility, 
chronic gastritis, celiac disease, primary lymphangectasia, eosinophilic 
gastroenteritis, inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), recto-anal disorders, pancreatic 
and biliary dosorders, gastroenteropancreatic neuroendocrine tumors (GEP-NET), 
rare malabsorption syndromes. Operative endoscopy: portal hypertension, 
cholestatic liver disorders, gastrointestinal polyposis, inflammatory bowel disease, 
palliation of stenosis, endoscopic approach to biliary stenosis after transplant, 
echoendoscopy in the management of pancreatic neoplasms. 
 
Departmental facilities: 20 beds ward; Outpatients Department; Endoscopy Unit 
with 5 rooms including x-Ray facilities (number of endoscopies/year 8000); Other 
investigations within our Centre: abdominal ultrasound (number /year: 4000), liver 
biopsies (number/year: 200), manometric procedures (upper and lower GI) and pH 
impedance studies (number/year : 600); independent laboratory for determination 
of gastrointestinal hormones (number of determinations/year: 528). As teaching 
facilities we have a 250 seats theatre, a 100 seats and a 50 seats lecture rooms, 
an endoscopic simulator for upper and lower endoscopy training (Symbionix) 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Educational 
programme is performed according to EBGH guidelines. Our Centre is certified as 
Training Centre by EBG. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 20/20 beds ward 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Watch activities, cooperate with the tutor 
Extent of hands-on training: With supervision of tutor. No independent actions. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently, with limited responsibility 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: At least after phase of clinical post-graduate 
training in gastroenterology 
Required language skills: Fluently spoken English. Italian needed in order to 

http://www.policlinico.mi.it/
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interact with patients (not mandatory). 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, a few more 
weeks (to be evaluated with individual visitor) 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price 
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Norway, Gjøvik: Innlandet Hospital 
http://www.sykehuset-innlandet.no/  
Tutor: Øistein Hovde, GI Consultant/Associate Professor 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The hospital serves about 100.000 inhabitants. It is a 
middle size hospital. It is affiliated with the University in Oslo and takes part in the 
education of medical students. 
 
Departmental facilities: We perform all the types of endoscopies you will expect. 
During 2016 we will do a pilot on capsule endoscopy of the colon; a research 
project together with Norwegian Technical Norwegian University campus Gjøvik. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Basic education of 
medical students, education of specialists in internal medicine and 
gastroenterology. 
 
University hospital: no 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 6 
Comments: Most of the care takes place on an outpatient basis 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Upper and lower endocopies. Take part in 
ERCP. 
Extent of hands-on training: see above 
 
Participation in team meetings: Sometimes 
Participation in procedural lists: Sometimes 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Minimum clinical experience: The fellow might be in his/her beginning of the 
career. 
Required language skills: English or Scandinavian 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): no 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price  

http://www.sykehuset-innlandet.no/
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Romania, Bucharest: Clinical Emergency Hospital 
Bucharest, University of Medicine “Carol Davila” 
http://www.scub.ro/   
Tutor: Gabriel Constantinescu, Head of the Department 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Our department is mainly focused on interventional 
endoscopy and urgent endoscopy. We are performing about (for 1 year): 13000 
upper and lower digestive endoscopies,  1000 ERCP mainly therapeutic, 1000 
Upper GI bleedings, 600 polypectomies, 300 removal of foreign bodies, 300 
procedures for stenosis dilation, 20 procedures for achalasia-balloon dilation, 20 
procedures for PEG placement 
 
Departmental facilities: The opportunity of allowing the applicant hands-on 
training.We have 4 rooms for endoscopy, 1 radiology dedicated room for ERCP, 1 
room for ultrasonography, including intervention ultrasound. We use EXERA II and 
III Olympus scopes, Siemens S2000 ultrasound, Spyglass cholangioscopy. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: We will the fellow to 
perform hands on procedure under supervision, depending on his/her level. We 
can teach diagnostic endoscopy/colonoscopy, polypectomies, ERCP, hemostasis 
for UGB, esophageal varices band ligation, etc. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 22 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Hands on training under supervision 
Extent of hands-on training: All the procedure depending on his/her level 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: We require for the trainee to have a minimum prior 
training in endoscopy/colonoscopy/ERCP/ This means at least 300 upper GI 
endoscopies/ 200 colonoscopies/50 ERCP 
Required language skills: English 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, 2 weeks - 1 

http://www.scub.ro/
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month 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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Spain, Barcelona: University Hospital Vall d'Hebron 
http://www.vhebron.net/es   
Tutor: Fernando Azpiroz, Head of Gastroenterology Dpt. 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The Digestive System Department was established in 
1985 with a strong emphasis on academic work. Over 25 years, the Department 
has become a national leader in healthcare, education, including both 
specialisation and post-residency training., and research. The department's main 
purpose is to provide excellent technical and human care to patients with digestive 
diseases and to improve the quality of care in the future by developing knowledge 
(research) and transmitting knowledge and values (training). The work carried out 
by the department includes: Providing comprehensive care of the highest quality 
covering everything from primary outpatient care to highly complex processes. 
Offering support and services as a reference centre to other professional groups in 
the speciality and related fields, in particular for  bleeding, inflammatory disease 
and digestive and pancreatic motility/function. Maintaining close university links to 
develop academic medicine and participating in research networks to promote 
programmes of excellence. Supporting society through professional and patient 
associations, undertaking initiatives to improve the care of patients with digestive 
diseases and providing in-service training for professionals and general 
educational programmes. Hospitalisation Area, Outpatient visits, Comprehensive 
inflammatory bowel disease care, Motility Unit, Digestive function tests, Pancreatic 
Disease Unit, Acute Digestive Haemorrhage Unit. 
 
Departmental facilities: Services: Hospitalisation Area: 25 beds for GI patients; 
Outpatient visits; Comprehensive inflammatory bowel disease care; Motility Unit; 
Digestive function tests for functional gastrointestinal disorders; Pancreatic 
Disease Unit; Acute Digestive Haemorrhage Unit; Research Unit of 
Gastroenterology  
(http://www.vhir.org/portal1/area.asp?s=recerca&contentid=1355&t=Digestive%20
and%20Liver%20Diseases) 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Teaching in the 
Gastroenterology service includes general & specific areas of training including 
basic and clinical research. All members of the service are involved in the teaching 
process wheras teaching in specific areas is delivered by members involved in 
realted field of interest. The service has a direct implication with the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona, both in undergraduate and postgraduate training 
programmes. Fellowship of GI residents follows directions of National Specialty 
Board of GI diseases. In coordination with the agency for Knowledge Management 
and Teaching and the Department of Internal Medicine there is organized a 
rotation system that ensures complete training as a medical resident. Control of 
good training and evaluation of residents is performed by designed tutors and 
evaluated by the Hospital Commission of Teaching. Residents are involved in 
preparing protocols in Gastroenterology, in attending weekly clinical sessions of 
the specialty and in other activities. Once the training period is over, the goal of 
the Service is to help specialists to get a scholarship to increase professional 
experience and if possible to obtain a PhD in the area of interest. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 19 beds for inpatients + 3 beds for 
functional GI tests + 4 beds for bleeding Unit 

http://www.vhebron.net/es
http://www.vhir.org/portal1/area.asp?s=recerca&contentid=1355&t=Digestive%20and%20Liver%20Diseases
http://www.vhir.org/portal1/area.asp?s=recerca&contentid=1355&t=Digestive%20and%20Liver%20Diseases
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The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 

 Research 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Initially, this will be designed by the Teaching 
Unit of the Hospital, depending on their experience and qualifications. 
Extent of hands-on training: Again, this is variable. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: At least two years of clinical practice. 
Required language skills: Fluent English and Spanish at a basic level. 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, up to six months 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no 
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Spain, Badalona: University Hospital Germans Trias I Pujol 
http://www.hospitalgermanstrias.cat/   
Tutor: Jordi Serra, Head of the Motility Lab 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The University Hospital Germans Trias I Pujol is the 
reference tertiary Hospital for the North metropolitan area of Barcelona, with about 
800000 inhabitants. The gastroenterology Department of the Hospital is headed 
by Dr. Ramon Planas, a reputed hepatologist. The department is divided in 4 
areas: 1. Hepatology, director Dr Ramon Planas, 2. Gastroenterology, mainly 
focused on inflammatory bowel disease and bleeding disorders, director Dr Eugeni 
Domenech, 3. Motility, director Dr Jordi Serra and 4. Endoscopy, director Dr 
Jaume Boix.  The clinical activity includes both in-patients and out-patients activity, 
as well as ambulatory diagnostic and therapeutic procedures as endoscopy, 
motility studies, biologic treatments, ascites… In addition to the clinical activity 
there are well established areas of research including viral hepatitis, liver cancer, 
inflammatory bowel disease, an area developed by Dr Miguel A. Gassull, and 
gastrointestinal motility disorders. 
 
Departmental facilities: We dispose of an hospitalization area with capacity for 
20 gastroenterology and hepatology patients. An endoscopic area with surgery 
room and x-ray for advanced endoscopic procedures. An independent area for 
motility studies equipped with high resolution manometry devices, 
barostat/tensostat, impedance manometry and ambulatory pH-impedance. In 
addition, we have an area for Clinical research with contracted research nurses 
and equipped for clinical trials, and in the same area of the Hospital, a basic 
Research Laboratorium  This basic Lab is equipped with late-breaking equipments 
to allow different types of studies including genomics or proteonomics, studis with 
human tissues as well as animal studies, and image techniques as magnetic 
resonance for animal studies. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: We are one of the 
Hospitals of the Autonomous University of Barcelona. Hence, we have medical 
students from the 3rt year of medical school, participating both in theoretical and 
practival educational activities. In addition, we have 8 trainees in gastroenterology 
that complete their full capacitation in gastroenterology and hepatology at our 
department. Finally, we have different specialist making their research thesis to 
get PhD capacitation at our department in the different areas of research. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 20 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: During a short 2-weeks visit mainly 

http://www.hospitalgermanstrias.cat/
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observation of the different activities, research and clinical, developed at our 
institution 
Extent of hands-on training: The trainee could be incorporated in one of our 
research groups for a continued research activity, 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: No, Only in case of a prolonged stay 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: Complete GI-training 
Required language skills: English, and some knowledge of Spanish should be 
convenient 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, A minimum of 6 
months 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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Switzerland, Bern: University of Bern, Inselspital 
www.swissliver.ch   
Tutor: Jean-François Dufour, Clinic Director 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: One of the leading European Liver Unit. International 
recognized expertise in the management of liver diseases. Strong clinical, 
translational and fundamental research programs. Teaching hepatology and 
training future liver specialists are our priorities. 
 
Departmental facilities: New and modern outpatient clinic with high-end 
sonography machines, elastography stations. Beds in our clinic for hospitalized 
patients with intermediate care and intensive care units. Access to facilities for 
hemodynamic measurements. Support from study nurses and study managers. 
Research laboratories with a metabolomic facility. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: Our educational 
programme covers the whole hepatology. We are taking care of patients with 
common liver diseases as well as very rare liver diseases. Our referral area 
counts more than 3 million inhabitants. Trainees are fully integrated in our well 
organized liver unit. They are responsible of the management of selected patients 
under close supervision of senior hepatologists. Fellows see hospitalized patients 
as well as outpatients. They are exposed to a culture of evidence-based medicine 
with high academic standards.  The fellows have the possibilities to learn liver 
sonography and to learn procedures such as liver biopsies, ascites punctions and 
transient elastography. Fellows participate and present  in our regular meeting for 
case discussions. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 20 
Comments: The University Clinic for Visceral Surgery and Medicine, which 
regroups hepatology, visceral surgery and gastroenterology counts 80 beds where 
patients with liver diseases are hospitalized and under direct responsibility of 
hepatologists. (20 beds dedicated for Hepatology) 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Hepatology 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Trainees will see patients, be responsible of 
their management under supervision of hepatology staff. Liver biopsies, ascites 
punctions. Participating in hemodynamic measurements. Specific training in liver 
sonography inclusive ontrast enhanced sonography. Prepare case presentations 
and Journal club. 
Extent of hands-on training: See above 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently, Weekly discussion of cases 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
 
 
 

http://www.swissliver.ch/
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Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical hepatologist 

 Imaging hepatologist 
Required language skills: English and/or German and/or French 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, 6 months 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price 
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The Netherlands, Nijmegen: Radboud University Medical 
Center 
https://www.radboudumc.nl/EN/Pages/default.aspx   
Tutor: Peter D. Siersema, Professor of Endoscopic Oncology 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
at the Radboudumc is state certified expert center for polycystic liver disease and 
for intestinal failure. Polycystic liver disease is an inherited disorder and patients 
develop symptoms as a result of severe hepatomegaly. The major goal of care is 
to curtail liver volume through development of medical and interventional 
strategies. The Intestinal Failure Unit is a certified expertise center for chronic 
intestinal failure and home parenteral nutrition (HPN) care. Research is focused 
on achieving a significant impact on HPN complications (catheter-related 
infections), such as the use of arteriovenous fistulae and antimicrobial catheter 
locks. We have implemented information technology (telehealthcare) to improve 
our quality of care. The translational research program of the Department centers 
on achieving a comprehensive understanding of gastrointestinal and liver disease. 
As such we have set the goal is to discover novel paradigms for effective 
treatment of patients, and to use personalized healthcare to match the right 
therapy at the right dose to the right patient. Both expert centers provide dedicated 
care aimed to improve the quality of life for patients with these rare gastrointestinal 
disorders through a translational research program. As a clinical department we 
seek to advance the understanding, diagnosis, and treatment of inflammatory 
bowel disease, pancreatitis and hepatitis through investigator driven clinical trials. 
 
Departmental facilities: The Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology is 
part of the Radboud university medical center (umc) (personnel 10300) that 
integrates care, education and research. We act as a tertiary referral center for  
care on 5 different areas: inflammatory bowel disease, intestinal failure, oncology, 
hepatology and advanced endoscopy. The Radboudumc is one of the 8 umc’s in 
The Netherlands and is located in the east of the Netherlands in a catchment area 
of 4 million people. The Department has a 16-bed facility and yearly ~ 1150 
patients with complex medical gastrointestinal disorders seek admission. The 
department is home to a staff of 11 board certified gastroenterologists. The 
Endoscopy center hosts 5 endoscopy suites that delivers cutting edge endoscopic 
care though 6400 procedures yearly. Yearly we deliver care to 12000 outpatients 
who are seen as tertiary referrals. The core facilities of the Department include a 
separate research laboratory that is dedicated to the research activities of the 
Department. There is a Clinical Trial Unit committed to providing a full range of 
research services to facilitate the development, implementation, and successful 
completion of clinical trials. The Department is a regional center for the 6-year 
clinical training program for Gastroenterology and hires 5 new trainees yearly. We 
employ a group of  ~15 junior researchers that follow a 3-year Ph.D track in 
(pre)clinical research. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: As we drive the 
training program for Gastroenterology as a medical specialty, we have designed 
an ongoing educational program that matches the needs of junior physicians 
interested in Gastroenterology and Hepatology.  We have structured weekly 
program with ongoing interdisciplinary collaborative seminars to provide education 
and application of current trends in the treatment of patients with Gastrointestinal 
and Liver diseases. This includes twice daily handover sessions, twice weekly 

https://www.radboudumc.nl/EN/Pages/default.aspx
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lunch meetings with discussion on complications, difficult cases, endoscopy, and 
critical appraisal of a topic. There is a weekly clinical grand round. We have 
weekly Radiology and Pathology review meetings. The Radboudumc offers 
dedicated multidisciplinary oncology meetings on luminal Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Pancreatology. There are monthly GI/Hep meetings where a 
renowned European clinical researcher  gives a seminar on a clinical topic. In 
addition there is teaching curriculum in Gastroenterology and Hepatology that 
spans 2 years with bimonthly meetings off campus. In addition, the Department 
chairs 3 case based meetings a year on IBD and Hepatology. Teaching modalities 
are a mix of problem oriented learning and frontal teaching by clinical staff. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 16 
Comments: For GI/Hep meetings see 
https://www.radboudumc.nl/Research/Organisationofresearch/Departments/Gastr
oenterology/Pages/GIHep%20Meetings.aspx  
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 Hepatology 

 Nutrition and small intestine 
The trainee is allowed to perform: The trainee will participate in all teaching and 
discussion meetings of the department. Depending on his/her experience and 
country of origin (EU/non-EU), the trainee will also be able to perform dedicated 
clinical tasks. We strive to give each trainee some kind of research project to focus 
on during the stay. 
Extent of hands-on training: Depending on the experience and country of origin 
(EU/non-EU), the trainee will also be able to perform dedicated clinical tasks on 
the ward, the outpatient clinic or participate in one of the dedicated programs, i.e. 
intestinal failure, oncology, endoscopy, IBD and hepatology. 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently. The trainee will have the possibility 
to interact with staff, residents and junior researchers to benefit the fullest. 
Participation in procedural lists: Sometimes. Depending on qualifications and 
country of origin (EU/non-EU) 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently. All staff members 
have dedicated outpatient clinics tailored to his/her sub speciality 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
Minimum clinical experience: To be part of the endoscopy team we prefer a 
trainee in his/her final year or who just graduated as medical specialist. 
Required language skills: Knowledge of English or Dutch is required. 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, some weeks 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): yes, reduced 
price  

https://www.radboudumc.nl/Research/Organisationofresearch/Departments/Gastroenterology/Pages/GIHep%20Meetings.aspx
https://www.radboudumc.nl/Research/Organisationofresearch/Departments/Gastroenterology/Pages/GIHep%20Meetings.aspx


31 of 40 

Back to Overview 

 

 

UK, Leeds: St James University Hospital 
www.leedsth.nhs.uk   
Tutor: Christian Selinger, Consultant Gastroenterologist and Lead clinician 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: The gastroenterology department at St. James 
provides secondary and tertiary care services for 800,000 population. The IBD 
team consists of 8 gastroenterologists 5 IBD specialist nurses, 3 specialist 
colorectal IBD surgeons, a dedicated IBD radiology team, specialist GI 
pathologists, an IBD dietician and an IBD pharmacist. We currently have ~500 
patients on biological therapy, run a weekly MDT meeting, offer chromoendoscopy 
and tertiary nutrition services. The endoscopy unit consist of 3 departments with 
10 rooms offering the full range of GI endoscopy including advanced luminal and 
EUS/ERCP work. Dr Rembacken is an internationally renowned expert 
endoscopist with an international teaching portfolio  
 
Departmental facilities: 50 GI inpatients beds; 10 room endoscopy suite, GI 
MDTs in IBD, colorectal, upper GI, pancreas and hepatobiliary cancer. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: We run a number of 
GI courses every year including an IBS meeting, a 3-day expert nutrition course, 
an ERCP course, an IBD school for trainees and a yearly IBD training day for 
consultants. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 50 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: The trainee will closely observe IBD or 
endoscopy care and be involved in MDT discussion and training sessions. 
Extent of hands-on training: Unless the trainee is registered with the GMC 
hands on training will not be possible. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently, regulars MDT, xray and pathology 
meetings several times a week 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently, observation only 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently, for the IBD aspect 
3 weekly clinics with 1:1 tuition 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience:  
Required language skills: Fluent in English 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/
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Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes, up to 4 weeks on 
negotiation 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
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UK, Norwich: Norwich Medical School, University of East 
Anglia 
www.uea.ac.uk   
Tutor: Alastair Forbes, Prof. of Medicine; Director of Clinical Research 

 
General description of the institution 
Expertise of department: Norwich has a major department of clinical and 
research gastroenterology affiliated to its busy university hospital and to the 
research institutes in plant and food sciences which are on the same campus. 
Research in gastroenterology is led by 3 clinical professors and a similar number 
of senior basic scientists.  The Medical School forms part of the Norwich Research 
Park and together the academic output makes Norwich the fourth most productive 
city in the UK (after Cambridge, London and Oxford).  There is a particular focus 
on the interaction between the gut microbiome and the pathogenesis and 
treatment of disease, and there are strong links with the various expert 
microbiological groups in Norwich.  Gastrointestinal epidemiology is especially well 
represented, and the local population constitutes the best studied cohort within the 
influential and continuing EPIC programme on the relationships between diet and 
later disease (particularly cancer).  There are studies on the interfaces between 
nutrition and gastrointestinal disease at all levels, not least in the evaluation of 
intestinal integrity and malabsorption in those with short bowel syndrome. 
 
Departmental facilities: The gastroenterology department is a fully equipped and 
fully functional tertiary referral centre providing all facilities other than 
transplantation and related hepatopancreatic surgery.  There is a modern 
endoscopy facility, soon to be replaced by a 10 room unit in a new building which 
will also house a state-of-the-art clinical research facility and a suite of 
accompanying wet labs.  This new €70 million building – the Centre for Food and 
Health - is a joint venture of the University, the Norfolk and Norwich University 
Hospital, and the British government-funded Biomedical Research Council 
(BBSRC), and the investment demonstrates the massive confidence in the good 
work being done and to be done in the future.  All conventional laboratory 
techniques are already available and there will be additional developments in 
functional magnetic resonance imaging and the latest options for genome, 
transcriptome and microbiome analysis. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: The Medical School 
offers educational programmes at all levels, beginning with the very popular 
undergraduate course (MBBS) which repeatedly gains accolades for its 
accessibility and value to students as they move to become young doctors.  There 
is a range of postgraduate diplomas and certificates, together with several relevant 
options at Masters level including the Masters in Medical Science which includes a 
significant research component. Research Doctorates are offered for those 
wishing to engage in a substantial body of work and to complete a thesis (MD: 
usually 2 years; and PhD: usually 3 years) although doctorates based on past 
publications may also be awarded.  The educational strategy is inclusive and 
responsive to students’ needs, and the institution is proud to be the holder of a 
Silver Athena Swan award for openness and fairness across genders and 
backgrounds. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: The hospital has about 1000 beds from 
which there are designated gastrointestinal medical and surgical wards 

http://www.uea.ac.uk/
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constituting approximately 75 beds for the discipline.  There is a catchment 
population of approximately 1 million and all patients presenting wit 
Comments: Norwich is a vibrant city and the Medical School takes full advantage 
of this.  The School is about 5km from the city centre which is packed with 
restaurants, cafes, museums, historic sites, and excellent shops.  The football 
team plays in the Premier League and there are several professional theatres as 
well as a full range of cinemas and bars.  The university’s sports park has an 
Olympic pool and is the largest sporting facility in the East of England.  The local 
airport is very well connected via Manchester and Amsterdam, and London is only 
2 hours by road or train. 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 GI Oncology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 

 GI epidemiology 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Any that are relevant to the project in hand.  
However, for clinical hands-on work with patients it is necessary for the trainee to 
have registration with the British General Medical Council which requires 
satisfactory performance in an English language test but is otherwise only a 
formality for graduates from the EU. 
Extent of hands-on training: With the proviso about registration above, it is 
normally possible for hands-on training to meet the needs of the trainee.  However 
it will be noted that the institution has its own internal trainees who are also in 
need of this experience and there may at times be some degree of limitation to 
ensure equity for all. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently.This would be considered normal 
and indeed essential 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently. With the provisos about 
“competition” with local trainees described 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently. This would be 
considered normal and indeed essential 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 

 Surgeon (with GI focus) 

 Imaging gastroenterologist/hepatologist 
 
Minimum clinical experience: We have found that trainees gain most from 
experience with us when they already have 2 or more years of experience in 
specialist gastroenterology.  Those nearing the end of their training seem to gain 
most 
Required language skills: It is necessary for any clinical role that the trainee 
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obtains a score of 7 in each of the 4 domains of the IELTS examination.  For non-
clinical attachments a lower score will suffice. 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 

 September 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes 
If the student/institution relationship is strong and positive we would hope to 
expand the fellowship into a formal higher degree programme (not necessarily as 
an immediate extension) 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations (But there are many suitable options and sometimes the halls of 
residence have vacancies) 
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UK, Nottingham: Nottingham University Hospitals 
http://www.nuh.nhs.uk/   
Tutor: Guruprasad Aithal, NHS director, National Institute for Health Research 
Biomedical Research Unit (Gastrointestinal & Liver), Nottingham University 
Hospitals NHS Trust and University of Nottingham 

 
General description of the institution 
Departmental facilities: University hospital is a major teaching hospital with a 
total of 1272 beds and is the major accident and emergency centre for 
Nottingham.     We have a large tertiary clinical practice covering a population of 
650000. The academic department of  gastroenterology in Nottingham hosts the 
Nottingham Biomedical Research unit which is one of 3 NIHR funded BRUs in 
Gastroenterology in the UK whose remit is advancement of translational research 
in this field. The research interests of the NDDC BRU are broad,  covering luminal 
gastroenterology, hepatology and gastrointestinal surgery. There is specific 
expertise in inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), peptic ulcer and H. pylori 
associated diseases, C. difficile infection, neurogastroentreology, cirrhosis and 
portal hypertension, non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, genetics of drug induced liver 
injury and chronic hepatitis CK. We are also active in academic endoscopy and 
perform a variety of advanced endoscopy techniques in both luminal and 
hepatobiliary endoscopy and EUS, and actively participate in endoscopic 
research. 
 
Range of educational programmes, educational strategy: At Nottingham 
University Hospitals we train 8 Gastroenterology speciality trainees as well as 3 
advanced clinical lecturers in all aspects of Gastroenterology. Trainees receive 
training in Luminal gastroenterology including IBD, GI physiology and nutrition. 
They also train in Hepatology and Hepatobiliary medicine. We have advanced 
clinical fellowships in IBD, Hepatology and Endsocopy. Work closely with our 
surgical colleagues and trainees have the opportunity to contribute to 
multidisciplinary learning.  We also host a number of international medical 
trainees, currently 2 from India and 2 from Italy.  Additionally training is provided in 
basic and advanced endoscopy techniques including trimodal imaging 
chromoendoscopy, EMR, ESD, radiofrequency ablation, ERCP and EUS. We 
have an active inpatient service divided into 3 areas, luminal, Hepatology and 
nutritional failure service. Trainees also receive training in acute Gastroenterology 
emergency service. Structured training days are delivered monthly and there are a 
number of weekly educational events including a journal club, Case presentations 
and multidisciplinary meeting. 
 
University hospital: yes 
Number of beds total/ dedicated for GI: 40 medical 
Gastroenterology/Hepatobiliary and 56 surgical Gastroenterology/Hepatobiliary 
beds 
Comments: Medical and Surgical Gastroenterology, and Hepatobiliary teams 
work closely, sharing inpatient ward areas, outpatient clinic space and meet 
regularly at multidisciplinary meetings. This allows for learning to be enhanced 
across the two specialities. 
 
The fellowship 
The following sub-specialities are available for the trainee: 

 Endoscopy 

 IBD 

http://www.nuh.nhs.uk/
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 Gastro-duodenal disorders 

 Hepatology 

 Pancreatico-biliary 

 Nutrition and small intestine 

 Functional disorders 
 

The trainee is allowed to perform: Trainees will need to have an honorary 
contract and GMC registration. They can then perform tasks appropriate to their 
stage of training such as endoscopy, general clinical care etc    This can include 
training in GI physiology, endoscopy etc. 
Extent of hands-on training: Hands-on endoscopy training can be arranged but 
would have to fit in within the programme of training for existing trainees. This can 
be negotiated in advance of trainees joining the unit. 
 
Participation in team meetings: Frequently 
Participation in procedural lists: Frequently 
Participation in outpatient clinics with the tutor: Frequently 
 
Minimum requirements for the candidate 
The applicant should be either: 

 Medical gastroenterologist/hepatologist 

 Gastroenterologist 
Minimum clinical experience: 3 years of General Internal Medicine training and 
2 years of Gastroenterology training. 
Required language skills: Fluent in English 
 
Organisational issues 
Possible month(s) for visit in 2016:  

 July 

 August 
Possible prolongation (organised by centre and fellow): yes 
by negotiation 
 
Accommodation provided by centre (e.g. hall of residence): no, only 
recommendations 
 
 


